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Yizkor

Whenever the name of a deceased is mentioned in the Yizkor service, it is given in the 
following form: the Hebrew name of the deceased following by , son of — or, , daughter 
of — and then the deceased’s Mother’s Hebrew name.

FOR ONE’S FATHER

May God remember the soul of my father, my teacher, 
(name of the deceased and that of his mother) who has gone onto 
his world, because, without making a vow, I shall give 

to charity on his behalf. As reward for this, may his soul be bound 
in the Bond of Life, together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with 
the other righteous men and women in the Garden of Eden. 
Now let us respond: Amen.

FOR ONE’S MOTHER

May God remember the soul of my Mother, my teacher, 
(name of the deceased and that of her mother) who has gone on 
to her world, because, without making a vow, I shall 

give to charity on her behalf. As reward for this, May her soul be 
bound in the Bond of Life, together with the souls of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together 
with the other righteous men and women in the Garden of Eden. 
Now let us respond: Amen.

FOR A MALE RELATIVE

May God remember the soul of my grandfather/uncle/ 
brother/son/husband (name of the deceased and that of his 

mother) who has gone on to his world, because, without 
making a vow, I shall give to charity on his behalf. As reward for 
this, may his soul be bound in the Bond of Life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and 
Leah; and together with the other righteous men and women in 
the Garden of Eden. Now let us respond: Amen.
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Whenever the name of a deceased is mentioned in the Yizkor service, it is given in the 
following form: the Hebrew name of the deceased following by , son of — or, , daughter 
of — and then the deceased’s Mother’s Hebrew name.

FOR ONE’S FATHER

 I(name of the deceased and that

of his mother)I

FOR ONE’S MOTHER

 I(name of the deceased and that

of her mother)I

FOR A MALE RELATIVE

  |   |   |   |  
I(name of the deceased and that of his mother)I

husband son brother uncle grandfather
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FOR A FEMALE RELATIVE

May God remember the soul of my grandmother/aunt/
sister/daughter/wife (name of the deceased and that of her 

mother) who has gone on to her world because, without 
making a vow, I shall give to charity on her behalf. As reward for 
this, may her soul be bound in the Bond of Life, together with the 
souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and 
Leah; and together with the other righteous men and women in 
the Garden of Eden. Now let us respond: Amen.

FOR ONE’S EXTENDED FAMILY

May God remember the souls of my grandfathers and 
grandmothers, uncles and aunts, brothers and sisters 
both on my father’s side and on my mother’s side, 

who went on to their world, because, without making a vow, I 
shall give to charity on their behalf. As reward for this, may their 
souls be bound in the Bond of Life, together with the souls of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; 
and together with the other righteous men and women in the 
Garden of Eden. Now let us respond: Amen.

FOR MARTYRS

May God remember the souls of (all my relatives, both 
on my father’s side and on my mother’s side), the holy 
and pure one who were killed, murdered, slaughtered, 

burned, drowned and strangled for the sanctification of the 
Name, because, without making a vow, I shall give to charity 
on their behalf. As reward for this, may their souls be bound in 
the Bond of Life, together with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob; Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah; and together with the 
other righteous men and women in the Garden of Eden. Now let 
us respond: Amen.
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FOR A FEMALE RELATIVE

  |   |   |   |  
I(name of the deceased and that of her mother)I

FOR ONE’S EXTENDED FAMILY

FOR MARTYRS

wife daughter sister aunt grandmother
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After reciting Yizkor it is customary to recite the following prayers. It is permitted to 
mention many names in this prayer, but it is preferable to recite separate prayers for men 
and women.

FOR AN INDIVIDUAL 

God, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, grant proper rest on 
the wings of the Divine Presence — in the lofty levels of 
the holy and the pure ones, who shine like the glow of the 

firmament — for the soul of

FOR A MAN

(name of the deceased and that of his 

father) who went on to his world, 
because, without making a 
vow, I will contribute to charity 
in remembrance of his soul. 
May his resting place be in the 
Garden of Eden — therefore 
may the Master of mercy 
shelter him in the shelter of 
His wings for eternity; and 
may He bind his soul in the 
Bond of Life. Hashem is his 
heritage, and may he repose in 
peace on his resting place. Now 
let us respond: Amen.

FOR A WOMAN
(name of the deceased and that of her 

father) who went on to her world, 
because, without making a 
vow, I will contribute to charity 
in remembrance of her soul. 
May her resting place be in the 
Garden of Eden — therefore 
may the Master of mercy 
shelter her in the shelter of His 
wings for eternity; and may He 
bind her soul in the Bond of 
Life. Hashem is her heritage, 
and may she repose in peace 
on her resting place. Now let 
us respond: Amen.

FOR A GROUP

God, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, grant proper rest 
on the wings of the Divine Presence — in the lofty levels 
of the holy and the pure ones, who shine like the glow of 

the firmament- for the souls of (names of the deceased and that of their father) 
who went on to their world, because, without making a vow, I will 
contribute to charity in remembrance of their souls. May their 
resting place be in the Garden of Eden — therefore may the Master 
of mercy shelter them in the shelter of His wings for eternity; 
and may He bind their souls in the Bond of Life. Hashem is their 
heritage, and may they repose in peace on their resting places. Now 
let us respond: Amen.
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After reciting Yizkor it is customary to recite the following prayers. It is permitted to 
mention many names in this prayer, but it is preferable to recite separate prayers for men 
and women.

FOR AN INDIVIDUAL 

FOR A MAN

  I name of the deceased   
and that of his father I

FOR A WOMAN

 I name of the deceased and

that of her father I

FOR A GROUP 

FOR MAN

  I name of the deceased   
and that of their father I

FOR WOMAN

  I name of the deceased   
and that of their father I
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FOR MARTYRS

God, full of mercy, Who dwells on high, grant proper rest on the 
wings of the Divine Presence — in the lofty levels of the holy 
and the pure ones, who shine like the glow of the firmament 

— for the souls of (all my relatives, both on my father’s side and on my 
mother’s side), the holy and pure ones who were killed, murdered, 
slaughtered, burned, drowned and strangled for the sanctification of 
the Name, (through the hands of the German oppressors, may their 
name and memory be obliterated) because, without making a vow, 
I will contribute to charity in remembrance of their souls. May their 
resting place be in the Garden of Eden — therefore may the Master of 
mercy shelter them in the shelter of His wings for eternity; and may He 
bind their souls in the Bond of Life. Hashem is their heritage, and may 
they repose in peace on their resting places. Now let us respond: Amen.

May the All-Merciful Father who dwells in the supernal 
heights, in His profound compassion, remember with 
mercy the pious, the upright and the perfect ones, the holy 

communities who gave their lives for the sanctification of the Divine 
Name. They were beloved and pleasant in their lives, and [even] in 
their death were not parted [from Him]; they were swifter than eagles, 
stronger than lions to carry out the will of their Maker and the desire 
of their Creator. May our God remember them with favor together 
with the other righteous of the world, and avenge the spilled blood of 
His servants, as it is written in the Torah of Moses, the man of God: O 
nations, sing the praises of His people, for He will avenge the blood of 
His servant, bring retribution upon His foes, and placate His land -- 
His people. And by Your servants the Prophets it is written as follows: 
I will cleanse [the nations of their wrongdoings,] but for the [shedding 
of Jewish] blood I will not cleanse them; the Lord dwells in Zion. And 
in the Holy Writings it is said: Why should the nations say, “Where is 
their God?” Let there be known among the nations before our eyes, the 
retribution for the spilled blood of Your servants. And it is said: For the 
Avenger of bloodshed is mindful of them; He does not forget the cry of 
the downtrodden. Further it is said: He will render judgment upon the 
nations, and they will be filled with corpses; He will crush heads over a 
vast area. He will drink from the stream on the way; therefore [Israel] 
will hold its head high.
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FOR MARTYRS


